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Don’ttell the Feds! David
Campos, a San Francisco
city supervisor, has pro-
posed legislation that would
prohibit city officials from
alerting federalimmigration
authorities when an illegal
immigrant under the age
of 18 is arrested on ftelony
charges.

Currently, youths who
are not legal residentsin the
United States are reported
upon their arrest on felony
hareesto tederal immigra-
tion officials tor possible
deportation. With the pro-
posed Campos legislation,
federal authorities would
be notified that the youth is
living here illegally only if
he or she is convicted.

San Franciscans have de-
bated this issue for decades,
beginningin 1989 when San
Francisco formally declared
itself a sanctuary city. This
status means that San Fran-
cisco has the ability toshield
illegal immigrants from
federal authorities unless
superseded by federal law.
In 1992, the city withdrew

sanctuary protections for
illegal immigrants arrested
for a felony, but did not en-
force the rule.

In 2008, all this changed.
Edwin Ramos, an illegal
immigrant, killed Tony Bo-
logna and his two sons in
San Francisco. Authorities
discovered that Ramos had
previously been arrested
as a juvenile, but because
of city policy, he was not
deported. Danielle Bolo-
gna, wife and mother of the
viclims, belioves her family
diced because Ramos was not
deported as a youth.

As a result of this situa-
tion, Mayor Gavin Newsom
ordered law enforcementof-
ficialsto reportimmigration
status to federal authorities
for youths and adultsimme-
diately upon arreston felony
charges, thereby changing
the policy.

Cases such as that of
Edwin Ramos make the re-
cently proposed protections
foritlegal youths difficult to
pass. However, the benefits
of the proposed legislation
outweigh its potentially

negative aspects.

The policy as it stands
now, without the proposed
changes, does not work.
Deporting youths solely
becauseitis alleged, but not
proven, thatthey have com-
mitted a felony means that
they are determined guilty
upon arrest.

This eliminates the right
of due process. As Campos
said when introducing his
legislation, “none of us
wants to condone criminal
activity, butthere is a ditfer-
encebetweenbeing accused
and being guilty.” When
these youths lose the pro-
tection of the sanctuary city
policy immediately upon
arrest, it makes their guilt
or innocence irrelevant.

Despite these illegal im-
migrants’ lack of citizenship,
they often have tight bonds
of family and community in
the U.S. To deportayouthof-
ten means separating him or
her from family and friends.
If the idea isto find the true
perpetrator of a crime, and
alsotoacthumanely in treat-
ing juveniles who are mov-
ing throughthelegal system,
then the current policy of
deportation regardless ot
guilt is inappropriate and
ineffective.

Opponents contend that
the Campos legislation will
conflict withfederal law and
open the city up to lawsuits.
Yet on other occasions city
officials have taken risks to
follow what they believe is
right. Just asthis city skirted
federallawin favorof same-
sex marriage and health
care for all, so too should
we be willing to defend the
rights of illegal immigrants,
despite the consequences.
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nationalities, as ] struggle to find a balance in my

loyalties.

Thisinternal, moral discrepancy has now become
political, as manifested through government letters
and official notifications. As agraduating senior, I get
the same college literature as everyone else. But my
mailbox is flooded with Army recruitment pitches
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passports It talerating the myriad of cul'ures that

merge when far-flung reople like my parents fall in

love. Laccept the duty t» preserve that history, all of
it. So T am nervous about turning 18 and being asked
to renounce one of my nationalitics. When the time
comes to choose, I don’t knrw what | will do. For
now, I'm deciding not to decide.

Calling all youth: Same-sex marriage
must be the next civil rights struggle

by Adrienne - -
von Schulthess

Staff Whiter

My parents have been married

twiceand may have toget married
a third time. I don’t come from a
broken family; my parents love
each other and always have. The
only problem is, they’re lesbians.

In May of 2008, the California
Supreme Court ruled that same-
sex couples could wed. More than
18,000 same-sex couples, including
my parents, were married.

However, in November, vot-
ers passed Proposition 8, which
amends the California constitution
to “eliminate (the) right of same-
scx couplestomarry.” Now alegal
battle is being fought to determine
if voterscanalterthe state constitu-
tion in such a drastic way.

It is not only the attack on civil
rights that is offensive to me, but
also the misleading methods the
supporters of Prop 8 employed.
They used children, highlighting
them continuously, but giving
them no voice. Supporters of Prop
8 used children’s images in cam-
paign videos without permission,
and argued thatsame-sex marriage
would betaughtinschools. Inreal-
ity, “nothing mandates teaching
(same-sex marriage),” says Kate
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URBAN'S GSA protests
against "Yes on 8" campaign,
saying that all love is love

Belcsak, co-president of Urban's
Gay /Straight Alliance. Unfor-
tunately, “there was no (public)
response to the scare tactics,” said
Boone Epstein, GSA co-president.
Children of gay parents need to
“come out and say they are regu-
lar human beings, and not some
devil’s spawn.”

After Prop 8 passed, outrage
generated demonstrations across
the country.

Iwent with my family to arally
inSan Francisco. Protesters carried
signs withslogans such as, “Don‘t
mess with Dumbledore’s rights,”
or “No more Mr. Nice Gay,” and
“Getyour church out of my state.”

Members of Urban’s GSA were
at the rally. They came out on a
Saturday for an issue that is more
important than a day off from
school.

\Many families had brought
their ~hildeen, ] talked with a gay
couple and a le<hian couple who
are raising a chi'd tngether: thei-
love for the child was clear

Another heterosexual couple
talked about their anger that their
gay and lesbian friends could have
this basic right taken away; their
ten-year-old son called the Prop 8
campaign “lies.” Urban Spanish
Teacher Esteban Speir agreed,
saying, “It was a scare tactic used
by the right, that we were going
to teach gay marriage as a unit in
social studies.”

My moms are amazing, and
I know how much it hurts them
every time people are homopho-
bic. Isee this issue as simple. It's
a civil right: My parents love each
other, and they want tomarryina
country thatsayseveryoneis equal
under the law.

As their daughter, I am stand-
ing up and saying that there are
no reasons that could be argued
in a courtroom that could stand
agains: the undeniable fact that
we are a family, like any other.
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Despite costs, America

g_Adrienne von Schulthess
— Stalf Writer

Closing aprisonis harderthanit
looks. Recently, the Senate rejected
President Obama's request for $80
million to close Guantanamo Bay
military prison.

In response, last Thursday
Obama announced that he would
close the prison with or without
support, saying that it is time to
“clean up the mess.”

It wasin January, on hissecond
dayin office, thatObamasigned an
executive order to close Gitmo. Lo-
cated in southeast Cuba, some 90
miles from Florida, Guantanamo
has held up to 800 prisoners and
now holds around 250.

Built to detain enemy combat-
ants, it has become synonymous
with torture over the past seven
years. Many detainees have been
held for years without charges.

Greg Monfils, an Urban teacher
who follows constitutional law
issues, said that “Guantanamo
was an effort by the Bush Admin-
istration to circumvent the habeas
corpusguarantees of the Constitu-
tion.” Habeas corpus states that
a person who is put under arrest
is told the charges for his or her
detention.

Given this, closing Guantana-
mo seems straightforward, except

for one small question: Where will
all the detainees go?

Itseems fair to say that terrorist
suspects won'tbe welcomeinmost

‘neighborhoods. Not surprisingly,

a group called Military Families
United, with tens of thousands of
members, is circulating a petition
to make sure that the suspected
terrorists are not relocated into
any of their towns or cities.

Congressman Biil Young (R-
Fla.), said that “there's a lot of
discomfortabout theideaof bring-
ing the detainees into the United
States. That's why I've suggested
Alcatraz."

House Minority Leader John
Boehner echoed the idea, saying
"if the liberals in America believe
thatGitmooughttogo, then mayhe
weoughttojustopen Alcatrazand
move those prisoners there.”

Recently, the city of Hardin,
Montana, population 3,384, has
volunteered to house the Guan-
tanamo Bay detaineesin its empty
state-of-the-art prison. Apparently,
theneed forjobsina pooreconomy
outweighs the risk involved in in-
viting terrorists into their town.

Yet another possibility is send-
ing detainees back to their own
countries, but that could expose
them to torture and even death.

Monfilstalked aboutagroup of

St e thaeseein baeeed oosdlad
i*:‘\;f«.;h-‘-:lb‘ = fucds wand Lo Dv
e Ui GOl De o osPapned wnlTial-
3 — has bevome its duwatall.
As 1t the Internet hasn't hurt
themenough, newspapers are atso
taang aweakeconomy. And when

the Seattle and Denver papers

LR
wpiapie, vidaey, wl.a
Tl ol fire acvulateny Dieet
CURSLAWD INterests.

"As consumers move away
trom television and newspapers
for newsand information, they will
expecttofind theinformationthey

DL LIS T S U S

ek laclive

Y Y [P UREOUL T Y U S
Al e die wndensland el s
alild MGTRCLLE whfig With Gu- o
marss> and picas

Yes, some newspapers are d -
ing. But change is nut necessar.
abad thing. As young journa..»::
we're ready to move forward.

needs to close Guantanamo prison

17 Chinese Muslims being held at
Guantanamo; the United Stateshas
determined them to be no threat,
and has cleared them for release.
Unfortunately, “we are afraid that
if wesend themback to Chinathey
will be tortured,” Monfils said.
Some countries are afraid to take
the prisoners for fear of angering
China.

militantleaning website with Said
Ali al-Shihri, a former Guantana-
mo detainee, gave evidence that
he is now the deputy leader of Al
Qaedain Yemen. Suchinformation
will make jt harder for the Obama
administration to work towards
closing Guantanamo.
Amid all this debate, one thing
is clear: Guantanamo Bay isa

“The symbol of the terrible prac-
Bush ad- tices the United States has
ministra- used in the war on terror.
tion made “The torture that (was)
a mess,” performed at Guantanamo
Monfilssaid, Bay is completely incon-
adding, “it gruous with the principles
takes time to of our nation,” says Urban
clean up a student Lindsay Welch
mess.” 1)

Earljer Monfilspredicts that “the
releases of Obama administration will
detainees havetobe particularly care-
also have ful in the course of the year
contrib- illustration by Adrienne von  withwhatthey dowithsome
uted to the Schuithess  of these detainees. There will
difficulties be a balancing act between

of releasing more.

Pentagon spokesman Geoff
Morrell disclosed on Feb. 7 that
.even after a rehabilitation pro-
gram, 18 former Guantanamo
detainees areknown tohavejoined
terrorists groups and 43 more are
suspected of terrorist activities.

In January, a video posted on a

our ideals and our safety.” To be
sure, while closing Guantanamo
will be difficult, restoring Ameri-
ca’s moral and political credibility
requires it.

Along with closing Gitmo
should come an overall change in
U.S. policy regarding other prisons
that America creates or maintains

throughout the world.

The conflictin lrag, along witi:
an increasingly heated war i
Afghanistan, will provide plent.
of opportunities to do the wrong
thing — to create another Guun-
tanamo Bay prison, where humuai
rights are not defended.

Unfortunately, the Obani.
administration said that prisunces
held at Bagram Air Force Basc 1
Afghanistan are not guaranteea
constitutional rights.

Incredibly, the Justice Dejact-
ment argued that because pris. a-
ersareinawarzone, holding tr.ai»
could threaten the security of L =
judges and lawyers brougrnt .- i
help with the fegal process

Thatisjust plain wrong. Op.......
said as much last January in fus
inaugural speech, when he de-
clared that “as for our common
defense, we reject as false the
choicebetween oursafety and vur
ideals.”

In Afghanistan, apparently ine
choicebetween oursafety and ide-
als has already been made.

Ifthesadand embarassing story
of Gitmo has taught us anythur;,
it's that sometimes we have to do
what's right— even if that means
giving our enemies the same
constitutional and human right,
they'd like to take away from us.



