I have heard our childhood dreams never leave us. As a kid, I wanted to be a detective. Though I now want to work in journalism, I have not given up my childhood dream because in many ways writing a quality piece is similar to solving a case. Both require fact finding and setting the record straight. 

A fulfilling aspect of journalism is the ability to search for and present the truth in a way which engages readers. Our paper recently covered a student who allegedly shot and murdered two women.  When our administration approached our adviser, the writer and me about their concerns involving the story, I explained our single purpose was to tell the truth and reveal who the student was in our community before the crimes. Not all of the members of our administration viewed our responsibility this way prior to our explanations. I believe some thought we looked for stories that could be easily sensationalized or garner a buzz worthy reaction from our readers. I explained our commitment as ethical, legitimate journalists is to always publish the truth, whether it is dramatic or not. I love the commitment journalists must have to the truth, to publishing only what we have confirmed and only what we are comfortable publishing with our name and our publication’s name attached. This holds journalists to a profound responsibility to our readers and society as a whole. 

The way in which good journalism promotes thought is a powerful weapon which cannot be underestimated. When our School Board met to discuss reform of the high school’s harassment policy, we were recognized as their source of student opinions. Prior to the meeting, the board members read our recent spread on how our school community provides for GLBTQ individuals and students’ reactions to the recent suicides of individuals from around the nation. In the early stages of discussing a possible policy change, several board members brought up our article as a reminder of who would be impacted by their decisions. Each story we publish has the power to promote thought in several ways: through the students we interview, our student readers and readers from other sectors of the community. 

Though I always find it satisfying to publish the truth, I have also experienced how difficult that can be to achieve. I have personally experienced and helped staff members who have been told we could not publish certain facts, talk to certain people, or ask questions and resisted efforts to stop us from publishing accurate stories. Each time, we have had to stand up for the fact that we can. I find it thrilling and instinctual to fight for our right to publish and our readers’ right to learn the truth. 

I desire an education and career in journalism because it calls me to be accountable to the truth, my fellow staff members and journalists and readers. Through this, I get to fulfill my childhood dream of finding and exposing the truth. 

